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Solo Exhibition by Photographer Gentaro Ishizuka, Gold Rush California/NZ 

KOTARO NUKAGA is pleased to present Gold Rush 

California/NZ, an exhibition of new work by Gentaro 

Ishizuka. The show will open on July 11 and remain on 

view through August 29, 2020. 

Ishizuka has been traveling around the world since his 

teenage years, shooting landscapes in polar regions with a 

large-format film camera. Motifs captured from the scenes 

convey poetic sensibility, thus the way he merges the 

border between art and documentary is termed "conceptual 

documentary."     

In this exhibition, Ishizuka focused on one theme: the gold 

rush. Its history began in the state of California in 1848, 

when people lured by the dream of striking a gold mine scrambled to the state, drastically changing the American economy and 

demography as a result. Later on, ambitious frontiers who sought to make a fortune traveled all over the world, altering landscapes 

as they explored their way.    

During the journey of shooting pipelines and glaciers in Alaska, Ishizuka learned that there were traces of the gold rush – for 

instance, roads and cities where gold miners constructed – and realized there was a whole another layer of history in the land. In 

2011, his quest for the gold rush began in Alaska. He then explored California, the epicenter of the gold rush, and New Zealand, 

approaching the event from different times and locations. 

Unlike mountain ranges and rivers that remained unchanged for over 150 years, the cities flourished in the Gold Rush era became 

deserted, now abandoned ruins and remnants of the past. Corroded cabins and dust-covered cups and plates still left on a table 

showing glimpses of the life of gold miners, and how much time has passed since they dwelled in that place. The word "gold rush" 

merely describes a historical phenomenon, but there are traces of people living every day trying to acclimate to a new environment. 

Through photography, Ishizuka unravels multiple layers of stories within the historical topic and attempts to capture the sensation of 

looking at history with a new perspective.  

Ishizuka awakens the viewer's eyes by carefully adjusting the lens focus, which can be achieved because of the large-format 

camera such as 4 x 5 and 8 x 10. He manipulates time and space of sceneries that the largely-printed images become something 

unreal, leading viewers to gaze deeper. Such an effect is one of the reasons why Ishizuka carries heavily-loaded equipment to 

distant places. 

Remnants of once-crazed gold rush portray how powerful and transient dreams can be, and the unchanging nature of human 

deeds. What can be found from a relic of the past when viewed from the present time? With a fresh perspective in mind, this 

exhibition offers an opportunity to imagine the unseen layers of history, time, and space, and also to envision each person's life in it. 
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■Exhibition 
Gentaro Ishizuka Gold Rush California/NZ 
Dates: July 11- August 29, 2020 
Open Hours：12:00-18:00  ※Closed on Sun, Mon and National Holidays 
※Dates	and	times	are	subject	to	change. 
 
■Venue 
KOTARO NUKAGA   
KOTARO NUKAGA  TERRADA Art Complex 3F, 1-33-10 Higashi-Shinagawa, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo, 140-0002, Japan  
Access：8 - minutes walk from Tokyo Waterfront Area Rapid Transit Rinkai Line "Tennoz Isle Station" B Exit 

        10 - minutes walk from Tokyo Monorail Haneda Airport Line "Tennoz Isle Station" South Exit / 8 - minutes walk from Keikyu Line "Shinbanba Station" North Exit 

 
■Gentaro Ishizuka     
Born in Tokyo in 1977, Gentaro Ishizuka is a photographer who has been traveling around the world since his teenage years. In 1999, his photo 

book Worldwidewonderful (Gallery Niepce, 2001), a record of his journey as a backpacker traveling across Africa and Asia, received the grand prize of Epson 

Color Imaging Contest. With another publication Worldwidewarp (Visual Arts, 2001), Ishizuka won the Visual Arts Photography Award and the 2004 

Photographic Society of Japan Newcomer's Award. In the book, he photographed the phase of digital imagery while he wandered around the world traveling 

eastward and westward. In 2006, Pipeline Alaska (Petit Grand Publishing, 2007), a series that traced the path of the Alaskan pipeline, its exhibition and photo 

collection brought him recognition as a photographer. Ishizuka participated in a project with the Agency for Cultural Affairs Program of Overseas Study in 

2011. In the spring of 2012, he was invited to the SIM Residency in Iceland to photograph pipelines carrying geothermal energy to the cities in Iceland. His 

publication PIPELINE ICELAND/ALASKA (Kodansha, 2013) won Higashikawa New Photographer's Prize in 2014, and he was awarded the Grand Prix of the 

Steidl Book Award Japan in 2016. His latest book Gold Rush Alaska will be published in 2021 (Steidl).  
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