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Leela Shauble: Reflecting on Connection between Nature and Us 

KOTARO NUKAGA is pleased to announce Subsequence 

Landscape, the first solo exhibition in Japan by the Australian artist 

Leela Schauble. 

Leela Schauble (b.1989) is a Melbourne-based artist working 

primarily with photography and video. Her practice meditates on the 

themes of ecology and human-induced climate change. 

In 2015, Schauble participated in an artist residency in the Arctic 

Circle where she witnessed the human impact on natural 

environment. Later in 2018, with her growing interest in researching 

the connection between humans and the environment, Schauble 

partook in an artist immersion program to explore the innermost depth 

of the Amazon rainforest with scientists and other artists. The 

experience at the program became a foundation of two of her series 

featured in the exhibition, Growing in the Dark and Signal II.  

Growing in the Dark (2020) is a photographic series that captured plants thriving out from the dark, shadowy water. Depiction of plants flourishing 

even in extreme environmental conditions renders an essential form of life that is both sacred and mystical. A video series Signal II (2018) displays 

the LED lights placed within the Amazon forest, each light sending SOS signal: it attempts to start a communication between viewers and nature, 

yet obscured by constant flashes of surrounding signals. Both of the series are deeply rooted to her discovery of the importance of science behind 

the adaptive ecosystem, which she found through working with the scientists during the program. 

Concurrently exhibited is North (Pyramiden), Schauble’s another series based on her expedition to the Arctic Circle. Schauble’s multifaceted 

approach to the fields outside of art, such as science and climate change, is echoed in her series of works not as a critique on damages humankind 

have done on nature, but rather as an encouragement to reflect on the broken relationship between them. The issue of global environmental change 

is not to be blamed on particular nation or country, but is an ongoing collective problem that is affecting all humanity. This exhibition offers a glimpse 

of Schauble’s perspective on the global phenomena, along with her transition as an artist. It would be our greatest pleasure if this exhibition serves 

to open a conversation around the issues on the environment and to remind our connection to the nature as global citizens. 

■Leela Schauble : Subsequence Landscape 

Dates：June 2 - July 4, 2020   
Open Hours：12:00-17:00  ※Closed on Sun, Mon and National Holidays 
※Dates	and	times	are	subject	to	change. 

■Venue 
KOTARO NUKAGA   
KOTARO NUKAGA  TERRADA Art Complex 3F, 1-33-10 Higashi-Shinagawa, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo, 140-0002, Japan  
Access：8 - minutes walk from Tokyo Waterfront Area Rapid Transit Rinkai Line "Tennoz Isle Station" B Exit 

        10 - minutes walk from Tokyo Monorail Haneda Airport Line "Tennoz Isle Station" South Exit / 8 - minutes walk from Keikyu Line "Shinbanba Station" North Exit 

Leela Schauble, Growing in the Dark (regenerate),  2020  © Leela Schauble  Courtesy of the artist  

 



■Works 
 

Artist statement for Growing in the Dark (2020) :  

Growing in the Dark contemplates on the themes of adaptation and resilience in the face of extreme environment changes, 

depicting plants cloning itself to grow from the depths of tepid shadowy water, finding ways to thrive in dark conditions.. During 

Schauble’s trip to the Amazon Rainforests she discovered the science behind the adaptive ecosystem and what risks are involved 

during the current climate emergency. 

The photographic series was created in response to increased polarisation on the issues of climate change. As the Australian 

Federal Government belittle environmental issues by keeping the public in the dark through censorship, cover ups and funding 

cuts–the need for resistance grows more poignant than ever. Growing in the Dark not only reflects on the deterioration of the 

natural world through human induced climate change but proposes hope through adapting a new way of life.  

 

 

 

Artist statement for Signal II (2018): 

Signal II is a series of videos created from the 

LABVERDE artist immersion program in the Amazon 

Rainforest, to reflect a disconnect between nature, 

people and science. The work aims to reflect on the 

complexities and mystic qualities held by self 

sustaining ecosystems. LED lights placed within the 

landscape aims to begin a dialog between viewer 

and nature. Each light sends off an SOS signal that 

has been obscured by competing signals around 

it.  Schauble takes a contemplative approach on 

how we, as global citizen, can take responsibility in 

connecting with nature and to listen to the needs of the environment around us.  

 

（Right） Leela Schauble, Growing in the Dark (become),  2020  © Leela Schauble  Courtesy of the artist  

 

（Center） Leela Schauble, Growing in the Dark (gather),  2020  © Leela Schauble  Courtesy of the artist  

 

（Left） Leela Schauble, Growing in the Dark (turn),  2020  © Leela Schauble  Courtesy of the artist  

 

Leela Schauble, Signal ll, 2018 © Leela Schauble  Courtesy of the artist  

 



Artist statement for North (Pyramiden)  (2020) :  

North is a photographic series Schauble collected during an expedition to the Arctic Circle. It documents the immense beauty of the 

Arctic landscape in 2015, capturing a glimpse of what might not exists in the future. These selection of images comes 

from Pyramiden, a soviet ghost town located in the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard. Schauble’s selection of North offers 

imagery of a vast and empty landscape juxtaposed with remnants of human activity, capturing the enormity and tonality of the 

northern wilderness.     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
■Artist 
Leela Schauble  (b. 1989) 

Leela Schauble is a Melbourne based artist working primarily with photography and video. Her practice meditates on themes of ecology and human-

caused climate change. In 2018 Schauble participated in an Artist Immersion Program with LABVERDRE, a program that took her deep into the 

Amazon Rainforest where she worked with artists and scientists. In 2015 Schauble also embarked on an artist residency to the Arctic Circle which 

informed her Masters research looking the human impact on the environment.   

Schauble received a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours), majoring in Painting from Monash University in 2011 and a Master of Fine Arts Research at 

The Victorian College of the Arts in 2017. She is a prize-winning photographer who has exhibited locally and internationally  

Schauble’s selected shows include, Local Futures: The Culture China Young Overseas Chinese, He Xiangning Art Museum China (2013), Channels 

Festival with Q.U.A.D Projects (2015), Synthetic Species Motion Study No. 7 White Night Melbourne (2015), Signal at Bus Projects 2016, Taken 

Spaces at Perth Centre of Photography (2016), The Persuaded Landscape at Watch This Space (2017) and Frames of Seeing Nite Art (2017). Most 

recently Winner of the ILFORD Excellence in Photomedia Award, Centre for Contemporary Photography (2019). 

website https://www.leelaschauble.com/ 

 
■Press Contact  
For more information, please contact: Hiromi Kojima, Eriko Okuyama 
EMAIL：info@kotaronukaga.com  URL：www.kotaronukaga.com  TEL： +81(0)3 6433 1247  FAX：+81(0)3 6433 1257 

Instagram：https://www.instagram.com/kotaro_nukaga/ 

Facebook：https://www.facebook.com/kotaronukaga.tennoz/ 

Leela Schauble, Tracks, 2020 © Leela Schauble  Courtesy of the artist  

 




